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THE 2019 PONTIFICAL GOOD FRIDAY 
COLLECTION RESULTS 

 
 

On behalf of the Custos, Father Francesco Patton, OFM and the Franciscans who minister to the 
peoples of the Holy Land, I want to express our deepest gratitude to you, your pastors and your 
parishioners for your generosity.  Your support enables the Franciscan Friars to continue their 
mission of serving the Christians in the Holy Land.   

The 2019 Pontifical Good Friday Collection Annual Report clearly illustrates your kindness towards 
the Holy Land Christians and the great trust you have placed in the Friars Minor to minister to them. 
Your generosity sustains parishes and schools, supports the elderly and poor, provides aid and 
refugee services, all while maintaining Christendom’s holiest shrines to welcome pilgrims for years 
to come. 

There are many challenges to ministering in the Holy Land, not the least being the current world-
wide health emergency. But, there are many joys that come from this very special work. For 800 
years the Franciscans have collaborated with caring people to meet these challenges. It is with great 
hope that you will see in this annual report the vital role you have played in this important work, as 
well as our appreciation and gratitude.  

We sincerely regret the necessary restrictions that prohibit visiting the Holy Land in these days of 
the Pandemic, but hope is on the horizon and we look forward to welcoming you back soon. 

We pray that God will reward you, your priests and people for your assistance and support. 
 

Gratefully, 

 

 
Larry C. Dunham, OFM 
Commissariat Headquarters, Washington, DC 
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  SUPPORT & REVENUE 

  U.S. Archdiocese & Dioceses*           $  14,552,387 
  Eastern Rite Churches           $          53,857 
  Territorial See              $        6,248 
  Other Commissariats           $    1,952,643   
  Development              $        655,443 
  Pilgrimage Revenue           $    591,013 
  Holy Land Review Subscriptions        $          18,145 
  TOTAL INCOME                       $  17,829,736 
 

  EXPENSES 

  Program Services - Mission Support 
  Distribution to the Holy Land                  $   12,839,560 
  Other Mission Support          $     5,703,739   
  Supporting Services 
  General and Administrative         $        143,222 
  Fundraising             $        117,376 
  TOTAL EXPENSES                  $   18,803,897 
  Expenses over Support               ($      974,161) 

 

Detailed information regarding individual Archdiocesan/
Diocesan contributions is available by making a written 
request to Commissariat Headquarters, Washington, DC. 
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Independent Auditors’ Report 
 

The Board of Directors 
The Commissariat of the Holy Land for the USA 
Washington, D.C. 
 
 

Report on the Financial Statements 
 
We have audited the accompanying financial statements of The Commissariat of the Holy Land for the USA, 
which comprise the statements of financial position as of December 31, 2019, and the related statements of 
activities, functional expenses and cash flows for the year then ended, and the related notes to the financial 
statements. 
 

Management’s Responsibility for the Financial Statements 
 
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in accordance 
with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America; this includes the design, 
implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of financial 
statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 
 

Auditors’ Responsibility 
 
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. We conducted our 
audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America. Those standards 
require that we plan and perform the audits to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements 
are free from material misstatement.  
 
An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in the 
financial statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditors’ judgment, including the assessment of the 
risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or error. In making those risk 
assessments, the auditors consider internal control relevant to the Commissariat’s preparation and fair presentation 
of the financial statements in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not 
for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the Commissariat’s internal control. Accordingly, 
we express no such opinion. An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness of accounting policies used and 
the reasonableness of significant accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall 
presentation of the financial statements.  
 
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our audit 
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The Board of Directors 
The Commissariat of the Holy Land for the USA 
 
Opinion 
 

In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the 
financial position of The Commissariat of the Holy Land for the USA., as of December 31, 2019, and 
the changes in its net assets and its cash flows for the year then ended in accordance with accounting 
principles generally accepted in the United States of America. 

 
Emphasis of Matter 
 

As discussed in Note 2 to the financial statements, the Commissariat adopted Accounting Standards 
Update 2014-09, Revenue from Contracts with Customers, as amended, and Accounting Standards 
Update 2018-08, Not-for-Profit Entities – Clarifying the Scope and Accounting Guidance for 
Contributions Received and Contributions Made, in 2019. Our opinion is not modified with respect 
to these matters. 

 
Other Matter 
 

Our audits were conducted for the purpose of forming an opinion on the financial statements as a 
whole. The supplementary schedule of Good Friday Collections is presented for purposes of 
additional analysis and is not a required part of the financial statements. Such information is the 
responsibility of management and was derived from and relates directly to the underlying accounting 
and other records used to prepare the financial statements. The information has been subjected to the 
auditing procedures applied in the audits of the financial statements and certain additional procedures, 
including comparing and reconciling such information directly to the underlying accounting and other 
records used to prepare the financial statements or to the financial statements themselves, and other 
additional procedures in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America. In our opinion, the information is fairly stated in all material respects in relation to the 
financial statements as a whole. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bethesda, Maryland          Certified Public Accountants 
June 30, 2020 
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